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The world of finance is fairly complex. For most of the people, it’s tough to understand the 

relation of stock exchanges, brokerage houses, securities, underwriting firms, large banks 

and big businesses. If you are an insider of the industry, then you can effortlessly know 

about the basic functioning of the industry. But for an outsider, it’s totally a no man’s land.  

Decisions taken on Wall Street or Dalal Street influence every person on the main street. 

Apart from contributing to the national economy, they are also responsible for some of the 

biggest market crashes. 

In order to better understand this industry, books are one of the best mediums to know 

about its functioning and how decisions taken in those close board rooms impact common 

individuals. But if you want to avoid the financial jargons, then films and documentaries 

offer a better way to know the inside of the industry. 

Here are our top 15 Must watch Movies or Documentaries on Finance:  

15 Must Watch Stock Market 

Movies for Investor/Trader 

15 
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1) The Big Short (2015):  A great true story 

involving the few men who bet against 

the investment banks going into the 

2007 financial crisis. Lewis has a way of 

writing that adds great storytelling to 

the factual background of what went on 

before and after the credit crunch. It is a 

great movie which brings to life the 

failures of investment banks and 

institutions to even be able to 

understand the products they 

imaginatively create to try to make a 

profit. A roller coaster ride with a stellar 

cast, well worth the time invested. 

 

 

2) The Wolf of Wall Street: Based 

on the true story of Jordan Belfort, 

from his rise to a wealthy stockbroker 

living the high life to his fall involving 

crime, corruption and the federal 

government.  
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3) Inside Job (2011) – Documentary: Academy Award-winning documentary and for 

me the best movie on the financial crisis made. With high profile interviewees 

and a fast-paced gripping narration by Matt Damon, this film really explains what 

happened leading up to the financial crisis and the level of fear and greed.  High 

profile interviews and great cinematography wrapped up in a gripping true story. 

 

 

4) Wall Street (1987): The movie, 

directed and co-written by Oliver Stone 

has Michael Douglas and Charlie Sheen 

as the main characters. The story 

revolves around Gordon Gekko, a rich 

and ruthless corporate raider and Bud 

Fox, a junior stockbroker. It narrates the 

rise and fall of both characters who use 

insider information to make their 

fortune.  

 

 

5) Boiler Room (2000): A college dropout, 

attempting to live up to his father's high 

standards, gets a job as a broker for a 

suburban investment firm which puts 

him on the fast track to success. But the 

job might not be as legitimate as it first 

appeared to be. Focused on the lowest of 

the low, Pump and Dump scheme 

operators, this film is excellent and gives 

an insight into the operations that are 

still around today.  
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6) Gafla (2006): Labelled by many as a 

movie ahead of its time, Gafla tells 

the story of Subodh Mehta, a 

character loosely based on Harshad 

Mehta, called the Big Bull of Dalal 

Street in the early 1990s. Mehta was 

the kingpin of the Rs 4,025 crore 

securities scam of 1992, which 

straddled the stock market and 

banking industry. Interestingly, the 

movie also features a character 

resembling Mehta’s protégé Ketan 

Parekh who would be at the centre 

of another stock market scam in 

2000-01.  

 

 

7) Margin Call (2011): Set in the 

early stages of the 2008 financial 

crisis, the story wraps events over 

36 hours at a large Wall Street 

investment bank. It narrates the 

efforts by the doomed bank’s 

employees as they try in vain to 

avert the impending collapse. 
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8) Floored (2009) – Documentary: From director James Allen Smith, this cult classic 

captures how it was on the Chicago Board of Options exchange floor.  It follows 

alpha male traders who tell it like it is, or at least how it was. The march of 

technology has made floor trading largely extinct, with most trades happening 

electronically now. 

 

9) Arbitrage (2012): This movie does focus on a Hedge Fund Manager trying to cover 

up his personal misdeeds. The focus is not on hedge fund management but on a 

scum bag rich guy trying to get out of a crime he committed in typical Hollywood 

style. 

 

10) Too Big to Fail (2011) – Documentary: A 

rather depressing realization that the 

U.S. Financial system is on the edge, 

this film based on the book with the 

same name, is critical of Wall Street 

and the governments that are 

“supposed” to regulate it. Strangely 

since the financial crisis, there has 

been no major changes to reduce the 

number of too big to fail institutions.  

 

 

 

 

11) The Trillion Dollar Bet (2000): The Trillion Dollar Bet is documentary film which 

revolves around the rise and fall of hedge fund long term capital management in 

the time period of 1994-1998. This film delves into the world of financial market 

and closely shows how events impact the market in a way which can be never be 

incorporated into any mathematical model. 
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12) Enron: The Smartest Guy in the Room 

(2005): The movie revolves around the 

collapse of Houston energy and 

Commodities Company, which shut 

down after causing one of the biggest 

accounting frauds in the history. The 

movie also has excerpts from the 

interviews with the journalists 

Bethany McLean and Peter Elkind and 

also the interviews of the former 

employees, executives and stock 

analysts of Enron which were along the 

company during its journey from 1985 

till it was declared bankrupt in 2001.  

 

13) Quants: The Alchemist of Wall Street: Quants are the math wizards and computer 

programmers in the engine room of our global financial system who designed the 

financial products that almost crashed Wall Street. The movie is an independent 

documentary about the role of a Quant and how he functions. Effects of greed 

and fear are closely described in this movie. The limits of mathematical modelling 

in the context of stock broking are described perfectly in this documentary. The 

movie is those who try the practical approach towards the ups and down of share 

market. 

 

14) Rogue Trader (1999): A 1999 film directed and written by James Dearden revolves 

around the true story of Nick Leeson who caused the famous downfall of the 

Barings Bank which was one of the most distinguished financial institutions in the 

England. The movie depicts the depth of emotional aspects of trading and there is 

a lot to learn from it. The Rogue Trader shows how the desire to earn more 

money and fear of losing it blurs your judgement of the situations and people.  
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15) Scam 1992 (2020): Scam 1992 follows the life of Harshad Mehta - the infamous 

“Bachchan of BSE”. It was a rags-to-riches story till financial journalist Sucheta 

Dalal exposed Harshad as the man behind India's biggest financial scam. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


